FREDERICKSBURG PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION

Post Office Box 191

Spotsylvania, Virginia 22553

Email: FPA4all@yahoo.com 

Affiliated with:

Virginia Alliance of Paralegal Association (VAPA)
HISTORY & PURPOSE:

The Fredericksburg Paralegal Association (“FPA”) was established as an official non-profit organization in April, 1996.  The Association was formed with 8 members and continues to grow in membership.  As of 2009, 2 of the original 8 members are now attorneys and 1 of the 8 original members remains a member of FPA. 
FPA serves as a forum where professional ideas and concerns of Legal Assistants and Paralegals in all sectors of practice are addressed.  The Association’s mission is to promote, protect, and advance the Legal Assistant/Paralegal profession and its interests through fostering creative expansion of Legal Assistant/Paralegal roles, at all times operating within the boundaries of the profession; to offer continuing education to Legal Assistants/Paralegals, as well as, education of employers and consumers in the use of Legal Assistants/Paralegals; and to encourage communication between individual Legal Assistants/Paralegals and Legal Assistant/Paralegal Associations regarding developments in the profession.

FPA’s purpose is to establish a high standard of fellowship among Association Members, NFPA, VAPA, the Virginia State Bar, Fredericksburg Area Bar Association and members of the legal community; to encourage a high order of ethical and professional attainment; to further educate members of the profession; to cooperate with Bar Associations; and to support and carry out the programs, purposes, aims and goals of VAPA.

ACTIVITIES & SERVICES:

National Affiliation


FPA is a past member of the National Federation of Paralegal Associations, Inc. (“NFPA”), wherein a Primary and Secondary Delegate was elected by Association Members.  FPA’s Delegates attended Spring and Fall Conventions of NFPA each year and acted as liaisons between FPA and NFPA.  Each individual member of FPA received quarterly, the NFPA’s Official Publication, National Paralegal Reporter.  FPA withdrew membership as an Association, but several FPA members are still individual members of NFPA.

Statewide Affiliation


FPA is a member of the Virginia Alliance of Paralegal Association (“VAPA”).  VAPA members are Legal Assistant/Paralegal Associations across the Commonwealth of Virginia who are interested in promoting the Legal Assistant/Paralegal profession.  VAPA meets quarterly and was formed with the purpose of providing State of Virginia Legal Assistants/Paralegals with a mechanism for uniting and voicing their opinions in state related matters.  A Primary and Secondary Delegate is appointed by the FPA President each year.  FPA’s Delegates attend quarterly meetings and act as liaisons between FPA and VAPA.  

In 2009, one of FPA’s members was voted President of VAPA for 2010 – 2012.  

In 2009, FPA made a pitch to VAPA to have the bi-annual Paralegal Seminar Conference in Fredericksburg and same was approved.  In 2010, VAPA’s conference will be held in Fredericksburg, Virginia and FPA will be hosting a Reception for attendees on Friday night.  This is the 1st time the conference has been held in Fredericksburg, Virginia. 
MOCK TRIAL – MEMBERSHIP SOCIAL


FPA sponsors an annual Mock Trial – Membership Social each year in the Auditorium of the Rappahannock Regional Library.  A member of the Fredericksburg Area Bar Association writes the script, always a satire – comedy, and members of FABA & legal employees are the cast.  FPA is known in the legal community for this signature event.  Attendance is free and open to all employed in the legal field.  There is a social hour where FPA members provide food and sodas, beer, wine to attendees.  The mock trial then starts and runs for 1 hour.  Throughout the evening, FPA members sell raffle tickets to raffle off donated prizes & gift baskets.  This is FPA’s main annual fund raising event. 
JOB BANK


FPA provides a FREE job referral service by sending job opening announcements to its membership and persons who have contacted FPA and requested to be remitted job announcements.  The Job Bank also enables employers in our area to contact FPA’s Job Bank Coordinator to advertise job openings.  Upon receiving notice of a job opening, interested members may then send resumes directly to the employer.

MONTHLY MEETINGS


General membership meetings are held the first (1st) Wednesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. at various restaurants around the Fredericksburg area.  FPA’s elections of Officers are held during the annual November meeting.

CONTINUING EDUCATION


FPA sponsors a continuing education seminar each year in October, which is open to all members, persons employed in the field of law, and students currently enrolled in a Legal Assistant/Paralegal program.  Guest speakers range from local Judges, Attorneys, Court Personnel, Drug Court Representatives, CASA Representatives, Legal Software Representatives and other interests members elect.  In 2005, FPA was successful for the first time in getting MCLE credit approval for attorneys who attended the seminar from the Virginia State Bar, as well as CLE credits for non-attorneys through NFPA and NALS.  
In 2009, FPA members decided to focus the educational seminar to area Paralegal/Legal Assistant & Staff.  The seminar was held during the evening hours from 5pm – 8pm & FPA obtained a sponsor to provide soft drinks & pizza to attendees, thereby eliminating any cost of the seminar for FPA. 


FPA also offers guest speakers throughout the year at the general membership meetings. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS/PRO BONO/CHARITABLE


FPA not only promotes the Legal Assistant/Paralegal profession, but also promotes involvement in community outreach programs and participates in many community activities such as our Secret Santa Project for Rappahannock CASA kids and Spotsylvania Department of Social Services, Shop with a Cop Project, and volunteering time for various non-profit organizational events within the Fredericksburg area, the Children’s Art Expo for the Fredericksburg Parks and Recreation Department, Annual Candlelight Tour for the Historic Fredericksburg Foundation, Inc., Law Day with our local Bar Association wherein we speak on the topic of law to high school government classes, Court Observance Week project wherein we have delivered homemade basket of goodies to each Clerk of Staff for the surrounding Fredericksburg Area, which are just to name a few.

PUBLICATIONS


FPA publishes a monthly newsletter, IN MOTION, which contains information of current educational seminars offered throughout our area, items of local and national importance to Legal Assistants/Paralegals, FPA’s new member spotlight, and FPA activities such as fundraisers, meetings, seminars, and social events.

MENTOR PROGRAM


Each new member is assigned a current active member as their mentor to assist the new member into the Association.

SOCIAL CLUB


FPA’s Social Club allows members and their guests to meet once a month for dinner on a casual basis for informal fellowship.  Such past activities have included dinner at various restaurants or attending a dinner theater for dinner and a show or “Bunco” dice game.

FPA CHRISTMAS PARTY


FPA, in the past, has held an annual Christmas Party at the home of an FPA member, wherein members and their guests enjoy the spirit of the holiday over pot luck dinner.

FPA ANNUAL CRAB FEAST/BBQ POOL PICNIC PARTY


FPA, in the past, has held an annual Crab Feast, pool & picnic party at the home of one of our members.

FPA ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS & SPONSORS


FPA is a supporting member of the Historic Fredericksburg Foundation, Inc.  FPA is on the Advisory Board for the Virginia Paralegal Studies School and the Legal Studies Program at Germanna Community College.


FPA MEMBER, FIRST TO OBTAIN “RP” IN FREDERICKSBURG
“PACE” STUDY GROUP:


FPA forms a PACE Study Group for members who wish to take the PACE EXAM through NFPA.  In July, 2009, an FPA member took the PACE Exam and passed it and she is now the first RP (Registered Paralegal) in Fredericksburg.

ANNUAL LAW DAY: MAY 1st

FPA members participate with the local bar association, FABA, in their Law Day project wherein FPA members spend the day at a local Elementary School or High School with an attorney speaking to students about their careers in the field of Law.

WILLS FOR HEROES PROGRAM:


FPA members are set to participate with FABA in their Wills for Heroes Program from January, 2010 through March, 2010, wherein FPA members will act as “witnesses” or “notaries” when first responders execute their Wills.  The Counties participating are Spotsylvania County, City of Fredericksburg and King George County.

